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Summary
In accordance with  the analysis of the legal provisions of the section XIV-1 of the Criminal Code of 

Ukraine, as well as doctrinal definitions  about content, grounds and conditions of application of measures of 
criminal nature in relation to legal entities, the preconditions, grounds and  application of both forcible and 
unreasonable measures for further criminal proceedings against legal entities are defined. 
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CRIMINAL PROVISION OF AN EXAMINATION DURING 
THE INVESTIGATION OF CITIZEN'S LUGGAGE THEFT 

COMMITED AT THE AIRPORT

Анастасія Сенько. КРИМІНАЛІСТИЧНЕ ЗАБЕЗПЕЧЕННЯ ПРОВЕДЕННЯ 
ОГЛЯДУ ПІД ЧАС РОЗСЛІДУВАННЯ КРАДІЖОК БАГАЖУ ГРОМАДЯН, УЧИНЕНИХ В 
АЕРОПОРТУ. Наукова стаття присвячена висвітленню деяких аспектів проблемних питань роз-
слідування крадіжок багажу громадян, учинених в аеропорту. Виокремлено наукові підходи до 
визначення поняття та структури криміналістичної характеристики кримінального правопорушен-
ня. Наголошено на значенні даної наукової категорії. Розглядаються особливості криміналістично-
го забезпечення проведення огляду для більш швидкого розслідування досліджуваної категорії 
кримінальних правопорушень. Автор зазначає, що огляд є однією з найбільш розповсюджених 
слідчих (розшукових) дій при розслідуванні крадіжок багажу пасажирів в аеропортах.

                                                           
© Senko A., 2019

k_ksmp@dduvs.in.ua



Scientific Bulletin of the Dnipropetrovsk State University of Internal Affairs. 2019. Special Issue № 1

238 ISSN 2078-3566

Наголошено, що огляд належить до числа початкових, неповторних та незамінних слідчих 
(розшукових) дій. Правоохоронна практика свідчить, що дану слідчу (розшукову) дію не можна 
замінити іншими слідчими (розшуковими) діями, зокрема, допитами осіб, які є очевидцями зло-
чинної події, оскільки жоден свідок не в змозі дати у своїх показаннях необхідного обсягу інфор-
мації, яку може виявити слідчий безпосередньо під час проведення огляду місця події, застосову-
ючи засоби криміналістичної техніки та допомогу спеціалістів. Під час огляду місця події огляда-
ють усі об’єкти, які можуть мати відношення до злочину, залежно від конкретної слідчої ситуації, 
за внутрішнім переконанням слідчого. Тому інформативність слідчого огляду набагато вища, ніж, 
наприклад, одночасних обшуків чи слідчого експерименту за участю працівників аеропорту.

На перший план виходить обов’язкове виявлення та вилучення зазначеної інформації. 
Адже сліди вчинення суспільно-небезпечного діяння в місцях значного скупчення людей можуть 
бути досить швидко втрачені.

До огляду місця події вважаємо залучати наступні категорії осіб: працівники підрозділів 
кримінальної поліції (для охорони місця події, спостереження за поведінкою окремих осіб, обсте-
ження прилеглої території, опитування очевидців, проведення оперативно-розшукових заходів); 
працівник НДЕКЦ; потерпілі; працівники патрульної поліції.

Співробітники правоохоронних органів, які розслідують крадіжки багажу громадян, учине-
них в аеропорту, повинні широко застосувати увесь арсенал загальних та спеціальних методів кримі-
налістики, особливо техніко-криміналістичних засобів й методів роботи зі слідами та іншими речо-
вими об’єктами, що дозволить ефективно та якісно проводити дану слідчу (розшукову) дію.

Значення огляду під час проведення досудового розслідування надзвичайно велике. Вказа-
на слідча (розшукова) дія дозволяє слідчому безпосередньо сприймати місце події, об’єкти з ме-
тою виявлення слідів злочинної діяльності та з’ясування обставин події, що мають значення для 
кримінального провадження, скласти уявлення про механізм злочину та особу злочинця (праців-
ника аеропорту), висунути слідчі версії та правильно визначити напрямки подальшого розсліду-
вання. Від своєчасності та якості проведення слідчих оглядів у багатьох випадках залежить успіх в 
розкритті, розслідуванні та профілактиці злочинів зазначеної категорії.

Ключові слова: крадіжки, організація, тактика, слідчі (розшукові) дії, огляд, кри-
міналістичне забезпечення.

Problem statement. In most cases, committing criminal offenses against property is 
characterized by sufficient evidence. The conduct of the thefts of luggage by citizens at the 
airport is also characterized by the existence of an appropriate trace pattern. Therefore, the 
mandatory identification and deletion of this information is a priority. After all, the traces of 
committing socially dangerous acts in places of large crowds can be lost fairly quickly. Among 
the investigative (search) actions of the initial stage of the investigation, different types of sur-
veys are important. Therefore, providing appropriate guidance on their preparation and imple-
mentation is clearly necessary for law enforcement practical units.

Analysis of publications that started solving this problem. Scientists such as 
Yu.P. Alenin, V.P. Bakhin, V.D. Bernaz, R.S. Belkin, V.K. Veselsky, A.F. Volobuev, 
V.A. Zuravel, A.V. Ishchenko, O.N. Kolesnichenko, V.V. Lysenko, V.K. Lisichenko, 
I.M. Luzgin, V.G. Lukashevich, E.D. Lukyanchikov, Y. Y. Orlov, M.A. Pogoretsky, 
M.V. Saltevsky, R.L. Stepaniuk, L.D. Udalova, K.O. Chaplynskyi, Y.M. Chornous, 
V.Yu. Shepitko, M.P. Yablokov and others. However, the features of forensic screening during 
the investigation of the baggage of civilians committed at the airport have not been fully inves-
tigated, taking into account the current CPC of Ukraine and current law enforcement needs.

The article’s objective is to investigate the forensic provision of an overview when in-
vestigating the thefts of baggage of citizens committed at an airport.

Basic content. According to some scientists, the beginning of the investigation is often 
characterized by a large amount of organizational, technical and tactical work of the investiga-
tor, who, first of all, "must properly navigate the available information, evaluate it correctly, 
make a decision and implement it in accordance with the objectives of criminal justice [1, p. 
19]. The conducted investigation of materials of criminal proceedings on the fact of theft of 
luggage of citizens at the airport, it was found out that at the initial stage such investigative 
(search) actions as inspection of the place of occurrence (73%) are most often carried out; re-
view of things and documents (51%); interrogation of the victim (100%) and witnesses (84%); 
simultaneous interrogations of two or more interrogated persons (27%), etc.

We support the position of forensic scientists, who say that at the initial stage of the inves-
tigation, law enforcement officials have the following tasks:1) to find out the initial information 
about the theft and its verification, to nominate the initial investigative versions in the proceed-
ings, to establish the facts to be investigated in the criminal proceedings;2) detecting, securing 
and preserving the traces of crime;3) identification of victims and witnesses;4) identification of 
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the suspect;5) identification of circumstances of a criminal event, deepening and clarification of 
versions, drawing up an investigation plan;6) search of the suspect and his detention, ensuring 
compensation for material damage [2, p. 393].Outlined investigative (search) actions are con-
ducted to solve certain tasks. Among them is the overview of the scene. Speaking about the es-
sence and definition of its concept, it should be noted that a certain procedural action was formu-
lated as a study of a particular area or its separate area, premises or building in which the crime 
was prepared, where it was committed or where the criminal consequences occurred or its traces 
can be stored, and may also have place review of individual objects, documents, corpse [3, p. 
528].In turn, V. Y. Shepitko notes that the review is an investigative (search) action, which con-
sists in the direct perception of the object in order to identify traces and other material evidence, 
to clarify the circumstances of the event, as well as the circumstances that have value in the case 
[4, p. 217]. And other criminologists claim that it consists in the direct perception, investigation 
and fixation by the investigator or investigator of the situation of the scene, as well as in the iden-
tification, fixation, seizure of traces and material evidence for establishing within the limits of the 
nature and circumstances of the event and the perpetrators [5, p.  253].In this context, it is neces-
sary to agree with K.O. Chaplynskyi opinion that a minimum period of time should pass between 
the receipt of initial information about the crime and the beginning of the investigative examina-
tion [6, p. 16]. And already, A. Vasilyev has provided such definition – it is an investigative ac-
tion, consisting in the direct perception, investigation and fixation by the investigator of the situa-
tion of the scene, as well as in the detection, fixation, removal of traces and physical evidence for 
establishing within the possible limits of character and circumstances of the event and perpetra-
tors [7, p. 253].It should be noted that the purpose of the review is to identify on-the-spot evi-
dence and other forensically relevant information about a criminal event that will facilitate faster 
understanding of the forensic characteristics of the committed act, to put forward investigative 
versions and identify the main areas of investigation, to ensure the possibility of "hot" investiga-
tions criminal, stolen property, termination of further criminal activity, etc. [5, p. 147]. That is, 
based on the purpose of the review and formulated most of its definitions. For example, I.N. Ya-
kimov pointed out that due to this procedural action the truth was established in the investigation 
of a criminal case [8, p. 101].

It should be noted that we share the position of E.P. Ishchenko, who defined the review 
as an immediate investigative action consisting in the direct perception, investigation and fixa-
tion by the investigator of the situation of the place, its traces and objects, their relationships 
and characteristic features of to find out the substance of the incident, the mechanism of the 
crime and other circumstances that are relevant for the proper resolution of the criminal case by 
the court [9, p. 206]. I.V. Soroka identified the following as one of the main tasks of the theft 
inspection:1) reproduction by the investigator of the picture of the event for the purpose of 
promoting the versions;2) identification and removal of traces of crime, tools and other objects 
that may be material evidence or relevant to the case;3) study and full display in the protocol of 
the review of the scene of the whole situation;4) identification of the immediate causes and 
conditions that facilitated (impeded) the commission of theft by minors [10, p. 90]. As 
E.P. Ishchenko notes, the review of the scene has two stages. The first includes investigator's 
actions prior to departure to the scene, and the second includes preparatory actions taken upon 
arrival. In the first stage, the investigator takes care of information-tactical and logistical sup-
port at the scene. He does his best to get the most complete information on what exactly and 
where the conditions are, what the conditions are for the review. At the same time it controls 
whether all urgent measures have been taken: to eliminate the harmful consequences of the 
event, to provide medical assistance to the victim, to the protection of the scene at the exit, 
which guarantees the trace of the offender, etc. [9, p. 209].Thus, V.V. Stepanov in the prepara-
tory stage of the review allocates the following organizational and preparatory measures:- es-
tablishment of boundaries of the scene, in the process of which the nature of the actions is re-
vealed;- taking into account the nature of the terrain and other factors, determine the order of 
spatial coverage of the event and movement of the survey participants;- solves the issue of or-
ganizing the work of the review participants, the distribution of their responsibilities;- Carrying 
out measures aimed at preserving the tracks at the scene;- solving the question of the use of 
technical means, which should be used at the scene [11, p. 90-91].Immediate departure to the 
place of theft, the optimal choice of tactical methods of examination allows the investigator to 
identify the offender at the initial stage of the investigation, to collect the initial data on the 
stolen property and on the basis of evidential and orienting information to form a verbal por-
trait of the alleged offender and to take measures to establish him. In his turn, E.I. Makarenko 
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emphasized that even a slight delay or inappropriate organization of initial investigative 
(search) actions and search activities can lead to a reduction of information that may be a 
crime. Thus, the analysis of investigative practice in cases of apartment thefts shows that quite 
often there are also untimely departure to the place of theft, and the formal holding of the men-
tioned measures, and the local (within one administrative district) nature of search work on the 
identification of suspects of theft [12, p. 37].

I.V. Soroka's interesting position is that some of the criminals (about 3%) return to the 
scene for the purpose of destroying traces or objects left behind, observing the actions of the 
investigator and finding out what information they possess, so and to continue their criminal 
activities. This is relevant not only for adult offenders, but also for minors who should not be 
underestimated. This is especially true when the minor is involved in the theft in conjunction 
with adult participants. In this case, the juveniles return to the scene, hoping that law enforce-
ment agencies will not pay attention to them. This should also be taken into account not only 
by the investigator but also by the patrol officers who, upon arriving at the scene, may be the 
first to watch them from a certain distance from minors. The video capture with the help of a 
police officer's camera luggage, which may be caught by the juvenile offenders encountered on 
the patrol route by the police [13, p. 445]. In the context of the subject matter of our study, this 
claim may also be true, as airport thefts operate cyclically, returning to the crime scene again 
and again.

Among the preparatory actions for the inspection of the scene, we consider the most 
successful number of them: to obtain comprehensive information about the circumstances of 
the criminal offense; ensure the security of the scene (for example, by patrolling police forces 
not far from the crime scene, or the administration of the institution, etc.) and detain persons 
who are witnesses to the crime until the investigation team arrives; determine what measures 
have been taken to remedy the consequences of the criminal offense; arrange medical assis-
tance for victims or persons who have committed an offense; determine the composition of the 
investigative-task force (if necessary, involve the necessary specialists); to ensure in advance 
that there are witnesses, if there is reason to believe that it will be difficult or impossible to 
attract them at the scene; to prepare the necessary scientific and technical means to ensure ac-
cess to the site of the incident and to conduct the examination (forensic means, transport, 
communication, etc.); to decide on the use of a service dog; ensure the participation of the nec-
essary participants in the conduct of this investigative (search) action [14, p. 217-218].Among 
the preparatory activities, in our opinion, the most important is to determine the circle of partic-
ipants in the review of the scene. In particular, in order to conduct a review of the scene, V. 
D.Polivanyuk believes, depending on the specific investigative situation, that the following 
persons should be part of the FGN:- Compulsory participants – Investigator specializing in the 
investigation of criminal offenses of a particular category (the head of the IOG) operational 
staff;- Optional participants – forensic inspector, who knows the features of dealing with traces 
of crimes in this category; the inspector of the security or security service of the object under 
review [15, p. 245].Other scientists claim that the following categories of persons are obliged 
to join the IOG:- obligatory participants: investigator or other authorized person (head of the 
IOG), employees of criminal police units (to protect the scene, to monitor the behavior of indi-
viduals, to inspect the surrounding area, to interview witnesses, to conduct search operations), 
understood;- Optional participants: forensic inspector who works to identify and collect traces 
left at the scene; an employee of the FRCC or the Forensic Research Institute, upon request, to 
identify and remove individual traces of a criminal offense, if necessary; the inspector of the 
security or security service of the object under review [16, p. 55]. And, for example, 
B. Yu. Bystritsky thinks that the examination, at the discretion of the investigator, may involve 
victims, witnesses and detained minors. The victim's involvement in the examination is condi-
tioned by the circumstances of the theft. Victims can determine which items have been moved. 
It is advisable to focus on these objects to find the traces of the hands of criminals. In addition, 
it is found out which items have disappeared, their characteristics, the available documents. As 
a result, the speed of obtaining guidance information is significantly increased, which ensures 
the speed of detection and investigation of theft. These individuals can be helpful in identifying 
the boundaries of the scene, identifying individual traces and objects, or the signs of their de-
struction. They may also draw the investigator's attention to certain traces and objects, their 
features and features, which they consider important for criminal proceedings [17, p. 169].

Considering the investigation of materials of criminal proceedings on the facts of theft 
of citizens' luggage at airports, it is obligatory to involve the following categories of persons in 
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the inspection of the scene:- employees of criminal police units (to protect the scene, monitor 
the behavior of individuals, survey the surrounding area, interrogate eyewitnesses, conduct 
search operations);- employee of FRECC;- the victims;- patrol officers.

Conclusion. To summarize, the review is one of the most common investigative (inves-
tigative) actions in investigating theft of passenger luggage at airports. The obligatory identifi-
cation and deletion of the specified information comes to the fore. After all, the traces of com-
mitting socially dangerous acts in places of large crowds can be quickly lost. To review the 
scene consider the following categories of persons: criminal police officers (to protect the sce-
ne, monitor the behavior of individuals, survey adjacent territories, surveys eyewitnesses, con-
ducting search operations); FRECC employee; the victims; patrol officers. A certain set of tac-
tical techniques must be used to carry out the review effectively. This aspect will guide our 
further research.
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Summary
The scientific article deals with some aspects of investigating theft of luggage by citizens at the 

airport. The peculiarities of forensic support of the examination for faster investigation of the investigated 
category of criminal offenses are considered.

The author notes that the review is one of the most common investigative (search) actions in in-
vestigating theft of passenger luggage at airports. The obligatory identification and deletion of the speci-
fied information comes to the fore. After all, the traces of committing socially dangerous acts in places of 
large crowds can be lost fairly quickly.

We consider the following categories of persons to be involved in the inspection of the scene: 
employees of criminal police units (to protect the scene, to monitor the behavior of individuals, to inspect 
the surrounding area, to interview eyewitnesses, to conduct search operations); SRECC employee; the 
victims; patrol officers.

Keywords: theft, organization, tactics, investigative (search) actions, examination, forensic support.


