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UKRAINIAN STATEHOOD: CONCEPTS, MAIN FEATURES AND SYMBOLS

For a long time, the formation of Ukrainian statehood was quite difficult for the Ukrainian people. Today,
Ukrainian statehood has preserved strength and its ancient history, concepts, main features, and symbols. Scholars
have studied the stages of the development of Ukrainian statehood. Thus, they name the following: the period of
Kyiv Rus, Cossack statehood in XVI-XVIII centuries; the Ukrainian People’s Republic; Soviet Ukraine; modern
Ukrainian state. Traditionally, the first stage of forming a state was when the tribes of the Northern Black Sea region
(on the territory of the modern city of Mykolaiv, Kherson, part of the Odesa region) have tried to form states. It
should be noted that the territory of Ukraine was one of the centers not only of East Slavic but also of the European
culture.

There are many studies devoted to Ukrainian statehood, concepts, main features, and symbols, namely the
works of such scientists as K. Wolczuk, U. Schmid, O. Myshlovska, E. J. Simmons, S. Velychenko, D. Arel [1; 3].

According to K. Wolczuk’s research, ‘after the collapse of the USSR and the beginning of the formation of
independent states, in particular the Ukrainian one, the urgent issue of the formation of Ukrainian statehood arose.
During the existence of the USSR, this was impossible, because the Soviet state denied the original existence of the
Ukrainian people and their statehood, considering them as an integral part of Russia. And only with the
proclamation of Ukraine’s independence did the Ukrainian one face the problem of ethnic and political self-
identification” [3].

Nevertheless, in the modern world, the term ‘statehood’ is used as a literary metaphor, without defining
precise content. Accordingly, this situation contributes to the emergence of many speculations around the concept of
statechood. Now, statehood is associated with the category ‘state’, using these words as synonyms. Statehood is the
structure of the entire material and spiritual life of people. U. Schmid and O. Myshlovska stressed that ‘the notion of
what is “Ukrainian” emerged relatively late as a comprehensive ethnonym’.

In addition, based on the opinion of the scientist K. Wolczuk, ‘The new 1996 constitution finally provided a
blueprint for the Ukrainian state: it described the new polity in institutional, territorial, national, and socio-economic
terms. Firstly, it established the parameters of the ‘political community by defining the nature and attributes of the
‘nation’.

As for the symbols of Ukrainian statehood, we can identify the following:

1) the nation’s right to independence, which is the first step towards its statehood;

2) the presence of public authorities in two forms — state power (the head of state; legislative, executive,
and judicial authorities; law enforcement agencies (police, state security agencies, armed forces) and municipal
power (the representative and executive bodies of local self-government);

3) state sovereignty, which provides for the supremacy of the state on its territory and independence in
international relations;

4) a system of legal norms (laws and regulations) governing the relevant social relations;

5) international recognition of the state and, as a consequence, its international legal identification.

Furthermore, state symbols have been formed over millennia. State symbols are official signs (images or
objects), any sounds that symbolize the sovereignty of the state. The state symbols of Ukraine are the State Flag, the
State Emblem, and the National Anthem. These symbols are the basis of the historical consciousness of citizens and
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the processes of Ukrainian state formation.

For the formation of any state it is necessary to indicate the following factors:

1) to own territory with defined borders;

2) the official name;

3) the time of foundation or date of the first written mention of the state which are important elements of
sovereignty and political identification of the state;

4) national costumes, national dishes, national musical instruments, national folk songs;

5) outstanding historical and modern figures;

6) the official language is the most important marker of national self-identification.

Therefore, the scientist D. Arel noted ‘Ukraine, however, stands out as a case where an enduring political
consensus has yet to occur over the foundational aspects of language politics, namely, the political status of the two
main languages fighting for public space (Ukrainian and Russian) and state regulations aimed at providing
incentives to use Ukrainian’ [1].

It may be concluded that many factors influenced the formation of the modern Ukrainian state, its
sovereignty, and its identity. With the collapse of the USSR, Ukrainians have acquired the right to their history and
state symbols. Ukrainian statehood has more than a thousand years of history. For the further development of the
Ukrainian state, it is necessary to focus on all aspects of the structure of the material and spiritual life of the
Ukrainian people.
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CYUACHUMM CTAH 35POMHUX CUJI YKPAIHU:
MPOBJIEMHU TA NEPCIIEKTUBU

Ho yrBopennst 30poitnux Cun Ykpainu, siki 6yno yrBopero 6 rpyans 1991 p., Ykpaina mporonocuia
HesanexxHictb. ['0s10BHOIO MeTol0 TporosonieHHs: He3anesxHoCcTi OyJid MUpHI BiTHOCHHU 3 yciMa KpaiHamH CBITY,
alle He IWBITYHCH HA Iie, iICHyBaja WMOBIPHICTH 30pOHHOTO KOH(QUIKTY i came Uil OXOPOHHM HUTICHOCTI KpaiHW
yrBopeHo 3CVY, OCKIIBKH 10 IIBOTO paHillle 0XOpOHA iHTEepECiB 3MiHCHIOBANACH JIWIIE aMiHICTPATHBHO.

[Micnst ix yTBOpeHHs Oyna miAnucaHa BOEHHa NOKTPWHA, HA OCHOBI SKOI BOHHM IpaloBaIU. [ 0JOBHUM
3aBIaHHSIM JOKTPHHU Oyj0 BHpILICHHS KOH(QIIKTIB MIKHApOJHOTO XapakTepy MHPHHUM CIOCOOOM, YTBOPEHHS
6oe3naTHOTO Bilicbka, 00OpOHA Jiep>kaBH B pa3i HEOOXiTHOCTI. YKpaiHa He Maja JKOAHUX INpeTeH3id 70 CycimHixX
KpaiH CTOCOBHO CBOIX KOPJOHIB, 1 I JOKTPHHA ITiITBEPKyBajia, 10 TEPUTOPialbHI MeKi OCTATOYHO C(OPMOBaHI.

3 camoro nouatky 30poitHi Cun popMmyBaIrch Ta 6a3yrOTHCS Ha TAKUX MPUHITUTIAX SIK:

— [punun rymanizMy. Lle o3Hadae mo B Oyabp-IKOMY BHUIIAJKy HaHTOJIOBHIIIONO IIIHHICTIO € JIIOJUHA Ta ii
KHUTTS, Horo oxopoHa. HaWronoBHIIIMM € CTBOpEHHS TaKMX yMOB, 00 B apMmii JIIOJWHA Majia MOXKJIHMBICTH
PO3BUBATHCH.

— BepxoBeHcTBO 3akoHy. HacTymawmii mpuHIMIT 6a3y€eThCS HA TOMY, 10 icHye [omoBHUI 3akoH. Yci mii i
(dopMyBaHHs, 10 BigOYBAIOTHCS, MAIOTh BIANOBIZATH 3aKOHY Ta BHKOHYBaTH KoHcTurywiiiHi 3akoHM YKpaiHu,
crarytH 30poitanx Cun Ykpainu. Hakasn komanaupa o00B’s13K0BI 10 BUKOHAHHS. By/b-sKki iX mopyIIeHHs TATHYTh
3a c00010 KPUMiHAJIbHY BiANIOBIIAIBHICTb.

— EdexuBHicTs ynpasninas. Komanaup nepes TuM, sk NpUHHATH Oy/Ab-siKe PIILICHHS, MA€ AOCIyXaTHCS /10
JYMKH Ta TO3HIIH BIHCHKOBOI pamu, odinepis, comaatiB. Lleit npuHIMN noxoaus mie 3 4yaciB 3amopo3bkoi Cidi i
3abe3nedye epeKTHBHICTD yIIPaBIiHHS.

— Pi3HOBUIN BilickKOBOI ciyx0m. BiiicbkoBa ciry:x6a Oynma i € KoHCTHUTYymiHHHM 00OB’S3KOM Jist
gosyoBikiB. Ciyx0a € Sk KOHTpakTHa, Tak i cTpokoBa. CTpokoBa ciy)k0a 0a3yeTbcs Ha MPHU3OBI YOJIOBIKIB Ha
CTPOKOBY BIiHCHKOBY ciyk0y. Ciy0a 3a KOHTPaKTOM MOXKJIMBA JIMIIE 3a JOOPOBIIBHOI 3roIy TPOMAIsSHUHA Ta
iATTICAaHHS IEBHOTO KOHTPAKTY.

39



