Mamepianu VIII Mixcnapoonoi naykoso-npaxmuunoi kougepenyii (I{VBC, 15.03.2024). Yacmuna 1

YK 351.753+343.344
DOI: 10.31733/15-03-2024/1/491-492

Ouaexcannp 3ABY ICbKUM
kypcant HHI npaBa Ta miaroroBku
(axiBI{B 1J1s1 T1APO3ALTIB
HaniosansHOoI mominii

KOais TAJIEHKO

CTaplMii BUKIana4 kaeapu
YKpaiHO3HABCTBA Ta IHO3EMHHUX MOB
JIHIIPONETPOBCHKOTO ePKaBHOTO
YHIBEPCHUTETY BHYTPIIIHIX CIIpaB

CRITICAL SITUATION IN UKRAINE ASSOCIATED
WITH A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN ILLEGAL TRAFFIC
OF FIREARMS AND POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS

The full-scale military aggression of the russian federation, which has been going on for
approximately 2 years, introduced significant adjustments to the daily life of every Ukrainian,
but our state had been at war for more than 8 years before. The issue of personal protection or
protection of one’s family is relevant despite all the external factors that affect the life of any
person. A significant number of people believe that weapons are the very universal tool that can
guarantee safety regardless of the circumstances that may threaten, but currently legislators
disagree with this statement, therefore clearly regulating the range of subjects, the order and
grounds that enable a citizen to obtain a weapon legally. The previously mentioned war gave a
clear understanding of how the military conflict contributes to the aggravation of the
criminogenic situation in terms of the spread of illegal possession of firearms, explosive objects
or substances, ammunition, etc. According to statistical studies from open sources only for 2020
the most cases of illegal arms trafficking and use of weapons and explosive devices were
recorded in Dnipro (167 reports), Kyiv (114 respectively), Kherson (104) and Kharkiv (101)
regions and Kyiv (124) [2].

There are quite a few cases of illegal removal of firearms, ammunition, grenades from the
combat zone by military personnel who directly took part in the conduct of hostilities, by
civilians who returned from active combat zones and were able to independently find and then
take possession of the found weapons, ammunition or explosive objects. The government’s
efforts to combat illegal arms trafficking have not yielded any results. One of the tasks of the
National Police of Ukraine according to Art. 2 of the Law of Ukraine “On the National Police”
is defined as combatting crime. This direction is intersecting with the topic of our research, since
legislation defines a list of criminal and illegal acts that are socially dangerous and the subject
of which are firearms (except smoothbore and hunting), explosive devices and substances as well
as ammunition. Norms related in one way or another to the above list of items are specified in
Art. 263, 264 and 264-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Countermeasures against the specified
socially dangerous acts are entrusted to the units of the criminal police and pre-trial investigation,
in the structure of which separate sectors function, which carry out operational support and
investigation within the framework of separate proceedings in crimes the subject of which is
firearms. The issue of the functioning of such units as part of combined squads of the National
Police of Ukraine at the de-occupied territories and in the zone of direct hostilities is particularly
acute, because during the “filtering” measures the employees of the law enforcement agencies
face the task of identifying persons involved in collaborative activities. In addition, police
officers as part of consolidated units carry out stabilization measures to restore law and order at
the de-occupied territories [3], including documenting the criminal offenses committed during
the occupation at the specified territories.

In our opinion, solution to the problem of illegal circulation of firearms at the territory of
Ukraine include the following measures: development of separate training programs for police
officers who document and solve crimes related to the illegal circulation of weapons based on
the experience of international partner states and their law enforcement agencies; systematic
implementation of special police operations “weapons, explosives” at the territory of the entire
state with the purpose to detect and respond accordingly to criminal offenses committed at the
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service territory of territorial police units; special emphasis on conducting such operations is
needed in border areas with those regions, where active hostilities continued or continue. Special
attention needs to be paid to the proper inspection of vehicles crossing checkpoints with the
involvement of military staff of law enforcement agencies, internal security of the National
Guard, who would carry out inspections of vehicles under the command of units of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine in order to identify those weapons, ammunition and explosive items, which
are not registered and in respect of which there is a risk of distribution in an order not established
by the Law.

Considering all the above stated, it can be noted that a separate issue requires
improvement of the system of professional training of police officers, whose specialized field of
activity is combating illegal circulation of weapons, ammunition and explosives, strengthening
police control during the surface inspection of vehicles at their returning from the zone of active
hostilities.
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JIOIIEHT Kadepy aJMiHICTPATHBHOTO
npaBa, IPOLIECy Ta aJMiHICTPaTHBHOT
JisuTbHOCTI JHITTPONEeTpoBChKOro
JIep>KaBHOT'O YHIBEPCUTETY
BHYTPIILHIX CIIPaB,

KaH/UJIaT NeJaroriYHuX HayK

OCOBJIMBOCTI AIAJIBHOCTI HI):[PO3I[IJIIB"HPEBEH.'_1"I/IBHOi
CITPIMOBAHOCTI HAINTIOHAJIBHOI ITOJIIIIII
B YMOBAX BOEHHOI'O CTAHY

Pe>xxuM BOEHHOr'O CTaHy CTaB JIsi YKPaiHCBKOrO CYCHUIBCTBA B IIJIOMY Ta FOPHCTIB
1 HAYKOBIIIB 30KpeMa BKE HE TiIOTeTUYHUM TEOPETHYHHM KOHCTPYKTOM, a aKTyaJIbHOIO
pEasbHICTIO, IO MPOHH3YE pi3HI chepH KUTTENISUIBHOCTI. 30Kpema, MaciraOHe BiliChKOBE
BTOPTHEHHSI Ha TEPHUTOpPiI0 YKpaiHM 3MIHMJIO OKpeMi 3aBIaHHA IONIIEHCHKUX MiApO3/iIiB
NPEBEHTHBHOI MiSTIBHOCTI, 3MYLIYIOUM X HPHCTOCOBYBATHCS JIO HerependadyBaHMX YMOB Ta

3abe3nedyBaTu O6e3neKy TpoMaIsH.

JlisuTbHICTh MMiPO3/UIIB MPEBEHTUBHOI cripsiMoBaHocTi HarioHanbHOI momimii B ymMoBax
BOEHHOI'O CTaHy € aKTyalbHOK TEMOI), OCKINIBKM BOEHHHH CTaH CTBOPIOE OCOOJHBI yMOBH Ta
BUKJIMKH JUTS IPABOOXOPOHHUX OpraHiB. [Ipy boMy NMPEBEHTHUBHA AiSUIBHICTB TOMILIT Ma€e BEIHKe

3HAUYCHHA I 3a0e3eueHHs Oe3eKH Ta 36€p€)KGHH$I rpoMaJICbKOro nopsaaKy.

Meror0 HamIOro JOCHIJKEHHS € pO3IJIsi[ OCOONMBOCTEH MAisUIBHOCTI  IMiAPO3ALIIB

MPEBEHTHUBHOI cripsiMoBaHocTi HarioHanbHOT nomiiii B yMoBax BOEHHOro crany [1].
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