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I'IJTHUM PIBEHD KUTTS
SIK KATETOPIA COIIAJBHOI TEP)KABH

VY cTarTi po3mISIHYTO TiHUI PIBEHb KHUTTS SK MPABOBY Kareropiro coliaibHol aepxkasu. Hamano
MOPIBHSUIBHUH aHaJIi3 IOCTaTHHOTO Ta HEOOXITHOTO PiBHS KHUTTS. BU3HaueHO KpUTEpii I'iTHOTO PiBHS KHUTTSL.

Knrwwuosi cnoea: cionuii pigenv dcumms, OOCMAMHIU PIBeHb HCUMMS, HEOOXIOHUN HCUMMESUL
piseHy, coyianvha oeporcasa.

Axwo 6u niamume apaxicom, 8u OMpuUMyeEme mMasn.
Jorcetime Tonocmim

IMocTtanoBka nmpoduemu. Crarti nepiia ta Tpets Koncrutymii YkpaiHu mporoionyoTh
HAIIly JIEpPXKaBy COINIAILHOIO, JIE «JTFOJTUHA, 11 )KUTTS 1 37I0POB’sI, YeCTh 1 T1IHICTh, HEIOTOPKAHHICTh
1 Oe3reka BU3HAIOTHCSA B YKpaiHi HAWBHUIIOK COIiaJIbHOO IiHHICTIOM [1]. Po30ymoBa comiaabHOT
JepkaBy niependadae i OpieHTaIliio BiAMOBIAHO TO Tiei abo 1HIIOI COMiambHOT MOJIETI, a TaKoXK
3aKpIIJIEHHS OCHOBOIIOJIOKHUX 3aCal, Ha IKUX Oy/ie IPyHTYBaTUCS CHCTEMa IHCTUTYLIIH COLIaIbHOTO
3a0e3neyeHHs Ta 3axucty. Cepen MpUHIMMIB 3a0€3MeUeHHs COiaTbHIX MpaB, Ha SKUX 0a3yeThCs
Oyb-sKa KOHIICTIIIISI COIIaJIbHOT AepKaBH, ICHTPAJIbHE MiCIIe 3aiiMae TiTHUIA PiBEHB JKUTTSL.

AHamiz ny0Jikamif, B SIKHX 3aM0YaTKOBAHO PO3B’SI3aHHSl [JaHOI MpodjeMM.
TeopeTnyHy OCHOBY CTaTTi CKJIAJIH MOJIOKEHHS, BUPOOJIEH] 3arajibHOIO TEOPI€lo IepKaBH 1 IpaBa,
KOHCTUTYIIIHHUM TPaBOM, TEOPi€I0 MIKHAPOAHOTO TpaBa Ta moiuitosoriero. ChopmynboBaHi
TEOPETUYHI y3arajJbHEHHS CIUPAJHCS Ha HAYKOBI JOCATHEHHS BITYM3HSHUX 1 3apyODKHHX
aBropiB. Tak, Mi>KHAPOIHO-IIPABOBI CTAHIAPTH TOCTATHHOTO PIBHS KHUTTS BHBYAE Y CBOil poOOTI
O.I. Kymripenko [2]. O.O. I'ipauk migHiMae MATaHHS KPUTEPiiB 3a0€3MeUeHHS TiAHOTO PiBHS
xuTTs [3]. Omnari mpami SIK OCHOBHOMY criocoOy 3a0e3medeHHs TiTHOTO KUTTSA MPHUILIISE
yBary K.K. JloBOum [4]. [pyHTOBHMII aHa3 MiKHAPOAHHUX COLIAIBHUX CTAHIAPTIB MOJAHO
B HaB4aIbHOMY TOCiOHMKY A.M. IOmko, H.M. IlIsens, B.B. XKepnakosa [5]. Ha Bu3HaueHHS
TiIHOTO PiBHS KUTTS SIK IPaBOBOi Kateropii 3Beprae ypary O.M. Spomenko [6].

BpaxoBytoun HeaOWsKy aKTyaJbHICTh 1 BaXKJIMBICTH 3a3HaueHOli MpOOIEeMH, a TaKoK
HarajbpHy MoTpeOy B MONTHOJCHHI 3HaHb IIOJI0 BKA3aHOI TEMH, 3a3HAYMMO, 10 METOK0 POoOOTH
€ PO3KPHUTTS TITHOTO PIBHS JKUTTS K OJHIET 3 OCHOBOTIOJIOXKHUX KaTeropiii B Teopii coriaibHOT
JiepKaBH, cripoOa BU3HAUCHHS 11 KpUTEPIiB 17151 0cOOM B KpaiHi, sika TO3HIII0HYE cede K colianbHa.

Buxnag ocHoBHOro Marepiaay pociail:keHHsi. JlepkaBa 3a CBOEIO CYTTIO €
AHTPONOLEHTPUYHOIO, SKIIIO BOHA BU3HAE JIIOMHY HAMBUIIOIO COLIATBHOO IIHHICTIO Ta 0a4uTh
CBO€ TNpH3HAYCHHSA Yy 3a0e3MedYeHHi NMPHUHIUITY COIIajJbHOI CHpPaBETHMBOCTI, CTBOPEHHI YMOB
KOYKHIH JIFOJIMHI JIJIS TITHOTO PiBHSI KUTTS.
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JlekiapyBaHHSI PO3BHTKY JEpKaBH SK COIalbHOI Iepeadadae peaizamilo B Tamysi
BHYTPIIIHKOI TONITHUKM HHU3KH 3aXOfiB, SKI MiATBEP/KYIOTh BiJMOBITHY CIPSMOBAHICTb,
3a0e3neuyloTh BUCOKUN pIiBEHb JKUTTA HACeNEHHs BIAMOBIAHO A0 3araJbHONPUHHATHX
MDKHapOIHUX coLlialbHUX cTaHaapTiB. Ha Hamry aymky, HEHTpajdbHE MiCIe Y MPUHAJIEKHOCTI
Oy/b-5IKO1 IeprKaBH JI0 Tiel a0o 1HIIOT Mozei 3aiiMae piBeHb KUTTA. [locTae 3akoHOMIpHE MM TaHHS
Mpo Te, sIKi caMe KOHKPETHI CKJIQJHUKH MICTUTh CIOHUU pigeHb Jicummsi sIK OCHOBOIIOJIOKHA
KaTeropis Ta MOKa3HUK COLIATbHOI JepiKaBU.

Ha nymky excriepTku 3 (hopMyBaHHS Jep>KaBHOI MOJMITHKK B €KOHOMIYHIH Ta colianbHil
cdepax FOmii FOpkiB, ZOCATHYTH T1THOTO PiBHS JKUTTS HACEIICHHS MOJKHA 3aBISKH TapaHTyBaHHIO
PI3HUX BUJIB COLIAJTBHUX MOCIYT Ta MUIBI, IX TOYHOMY Ta YiTKOMY Y3TO/KEHHIO 3 peaJbHUMHU
notpedamu sroneit [7].

VY 11bOMy KOHTEKCTI BapTO 3raJlaTu Ipo e JeKinbka kareropiil. OqHa 3 HUX 3HaMIIIa
CBO€ 3aKOHONaBue 3akpiruieHHs y crarti 48 Koncturymii Yipainu. Imetscs mpo mocraTHil
KUTTEBUN piBeHb [1]. IHImma BuWmmMBae 3 TekcTy cT. 25 3arampHOi JeKiapamnii mpaB JIIOXUHH
1948 p. lle HeoOXigHwii *XUTTeBUH piBeHb [8]. Takum YWHOM, MM MaeMO MPUHANMHI TPH
Kateropii: 1) HeoOxionuil scummesuti pigens, 2) 00CMamuiil HCUMmMeBULL pigelv, 3) 2ionuil pigets
orcummsl. BaXkko He MMOTOAUTHUCH 3 T€3010, 110 /IS TO3HAYeHHS (JaKTUYHO OTHOTO 1 TOTO K SIBHIIA
BUKOPHCTOBYIOTHCSI TaKi TEPMIHM: «JOCTaTHIN KUTTEBUI PIBEHbY», «TITHUN KUTTEBUI PIBEHBY,
(OKUTTEBUH PIBEHB, SIKUH € HEOOX1THUM /ISl T ATPUMAHHS 310pOB s 1 J0OpOOyTYy»; «aJeKBaTHUMA
couianpHU 3axuct [6, ¢. 137]. [ roJoBHE NpU TbOMY — X PO3MEXKYBaHHS Ta YHUKHEHHS T AMIHHA
MOHATH, aJUKE LI KaTeropii, 6€3yMOBHO, HE € TOTOKHUMHU Ta HependadaroTh MEBHY MPOrpecito
SIKOCTIi JIFOICHKOTO JKHTTS B HANpPSMKY BiJ MEpIIOl JO OCTaHHBOI, KOJNM COIiaJbHAa TONITHKA
(hOpMY€EThCS B CEPETOBHIII, SIKE 32 CBOIM 3MICTOM € TIOTICY0’ €KTHHUM, a T MeTa 1 3aBIaHHS MOXKYTh
OyTH TIO3MUTHBHO pealli3oBaHi JHINE B pPe3yabTaTi KOMIIPOMICY JEpKaBH 1 TPOMaISHCHKOTO
CYCIiJIbCTBA.

SIkmo HeoOXiTHWH >KUTTEBHH PIBEHBb SIBIsIE COOOI0 Cy0’€KTHMBHE NMpaBO Ha HEOOXiHi
JUTSL THATPUMKH JKUTTS Ta 370pOB’S TpaBa Ha XapuyBaHHS, OJT, KHUTIO, MEIUYHUN JOTIIAL i
colianbHe 3a0e3MeUYeHHs], BCTAHOBIICHE JCPKaBHOIO Ha PiBHI MPOXXUTKOBOTO MiHIMYMY, TO TYT
Bapto norogutuck 3 [.C. AHpieHKoO, SIKMii 3a3Havae, 10 IPOKUTKOBUN MIHIMYM 3a CBOEIO CYTTIO
€ BCTAHOBIICHOIO 3aKOHOIABY0 MExKero OigHocTi [9, ¢. 95].

Ha mymky T.I. I'yase Ta B.M. ManbieBa, mpaBo Ha JOCTaTHIH KUTTEBHIA PIBEHb BKIIOYAE
B ce0e TaKi elIeMEeHTH:

1) MOXIUBICTH peasizaiii mpaB B €KOHOMIYHIM, COIiaNbHIi 1 KyIbTypHUX chepax s
MiTPUMaHHS TiTHOTO Ta BUILHOTO PO3BUTKY OCOOMCTOCTI;

2) mpaBo Ha TaKy AKICTh YKHUTTS, PiBHS SKOI JOCTAaTHBO JUIS MIATPUMAHHS 3I0POB’S Ta
n00po0yTy CiM’T;

3) mpaBo Ha COLiaJIBHUIA 3aXUCT y BUMAAKY 0€3p00iTTs, XBOpOOHU, IHBAIITHOCTI, B/IIBCTBA,
HACTaHHsI CTApOCTi a00 BTpaTH JIOAWHOIO 37aTHOCTI CaMOCTIHO 3a0e3meuyBaru cede 3acobaMu
JI0 ICHYBaHHS 3 HE3aJISKHUX BIJI HET IPUYHH;

4) mpaBo Ha MOCTIHHE MOKPAIIEHHS YMOB JKUTTS;

5) mpaBo Ha 3axucT Bijx ronoxy [10, c. 99-100].

[NigHuit piBeHb KUTTA SK MPaBOBa KaTeTopis mependavyac yCBiAOMIICHHS JIFOAUHOK TOTO
¢axTy, 0 BOHA € HAWBUIIOK COIAJFHOI IIHHICTIO, BiAYyBa€ CaMOIOBary Ta YCBiTOMIIIOE
BJIACHY CYCHUIbHY 3HAYNUMICTh.

Jnst 3’sicyBaHHS TIOHSATTS «TIIHWUH DIBEHb XHUTTS» 3BEPHEMO yBary Ha BU3HAYCHHS
2iOHOCcmi, KOJIM BOHA PO3YMIETHCS K OIHE 3 HEMaTepiajbHUX 0Jar, 0CHOBOIIOJIOXKHUX IPaB, K
HE BiAUYXKYETbhCs, HE IepeaaeThCs Ta nepeadadae caMoIoBary, MOKJIMBICTh YCBIZIOMIJIFOBAaTH CBOIO
CYCTLUTBHY LIHHICTB, HATIOJIATATH Ha TIOBa3i 10 ce0e 3 00Ky CyCIIbCTBA 1 IepKaBU. Y CBOIO Uepry
MPaBO Ha TiTHUN PiBEHB KUTTS 3aKPIMMIOCS B 0ararb0X KOHCTUTYINSIX JepkKaB €BPOMEHCHKOTO
Corozy Ta 3a3nauene y 2000 pori B XapTii mpo ocHoBHi mpaBsa [11].
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Ha nymxy B. AnnpiiBa, mpaBo Ha TigHHI piBEHb KUTTA SK MMPABOBA KaTeropis BUCTyIA€E
SIK MiHIMaJIbHUM CTaHJIapT 3aI0BOJICHHSI MOTPeO JIFOJMHU B Pi3HUX cdepax — B (i3ionoriyHux
1o tyxoBHUX [12, c. 137].

C. CunHuyk 0auuTh TiTHAN PIBEHb KUTTS Y CYKYIMHOCTI 0araThbOX CKJIaJI0BUX €JIIEMEHTIB,
SIKI MOYKHA TIOAUTATH Ha JB1 TPYTIN:

— ¢hizionoziuny, MO BIONOBiAae 3a MaTepiasbHy 3a0e3MEeYeHiCTh Ha PiBHI CTAHAAPTIB
PO3BUHYTOrO CYCHIJILCTBA, OCTYI J0 HaA0aHb KyJIbTYpH, TapaHTOBAaHICTh NpaB 0COOMCTOI Ta
ciMelHOT Oe3IeKH;

— coyianvhy K aKTUBHICTH JIFOIUHH, 11 JKUTTEMISIIBHICTD SK YACTUHKH cotiymy [13].

OTxe, Il BU3HAUCHHS TiHOTO PIBHS KUTTS K METH JICPKABHOT COIIAIbHOT TOMITHKH
0COOIMBOT aKTyaTbHOCTI Ha0yBa€ HAMpAIFOBAaHHS YITKUX KPUTEPIiB. Y I[bOMY aCTeKTi Ha EPIITHi
IUIaH BUXOIUTH HE JEKJIAapyBaHHs ied Ta racia IOJITHKIB CTOCOBHO iX «IUTIAHOI» mpari Ha
0aro Hapoy, a He3aJie)KHa OIliHKa 32 JOTIOMOTOI0 Pi3HUX MDKHAPOJHUX IHCTUTYIIH, SKi JAfOTh
MOXITUBICTB 3pO3YyMITH, SIKe Miclle 3aiiMae Ta YW iHIIA JepkaBa y ii peaJbHOMY 3a0e3redeHHi
TiIHOTO, IOCTaTHHOTO 200 HEOOX1THOTO PIBHS JKUTTSL.

Cepen 4YMCIIEHHUX pPEWTHHIIB, Ha Hally JyMKy, BapTO BHIUIMTH JICKiIbKa THX,
CIIPSIMOBAHICTh SIKMX IPsMO a00 OMOCEpeAKOBAaHO BKAa3y€ HAa HAWBaKJIMBIIII €JIEMEHTH PiBHA
JIFOICHKOTO T0OpOOyTY, 10 3a0e3Medye COmiaabHy CKIIAJI0BY YaCTHHY TiTHOTO PiBHS KHUTTS.

Pevimune kpain ceimy 3a pienem wacms nacenenns (World Happiness Report) mpoBoautbes
mig erimoro OOH B pamkax mno6anbHOI iHimiaTuBH «Mepeka pillieHb CTajioro PO3BUTKY»
nocmigauM nieHTpoMm «lHcturyT 3emmi» (The Earth Institute), mitounmm mpu KomymoOilickkomy
YHIBEpCHTETI, Ta Ma€ Ha METi BCTAHOBIICHHS 3[aTHOCTI JiepkaB 3a0e3MeYUTH CBOIM IpOMaIsTHAM
IIaCIMBE XHUTTSA. BiH CKIamaeThCst 3 BU3HAYCHHS BaJOBOTO BHYTPIIIHHOTO MPOAYKTY Ha AYIIy
HACEJICHHs, O4iKyBaHOI TPHBAJIOCTI 3JJOPOBOTO KHUTTS, COIIIAIbHOT i ATPUMKH, CBOOOI BUOOPY B
XKUTTI, eApocTi (OmaromiiHOCT ), MOMMpPEHOCTI Kopymitii [14].

Inoexc axocmi acumms (quality-of-life index) xommawnii “Economist Intelligence Unit”
BPaxOBY€ TaKi TMOKa3HHUKH, SK: OUiKyBaHA TPUBAIICTH JKUTTS, SKICTh CIMEHHOTO KUTTS (piBEHD
pO3JIy4eHb), TPOMaJIChka aKTHUBHICTh, MarepiasbHuil 100poOyT (BBII Ha mymy HaceneHH:),
MOJIITUYHA CTabUTBHICTH 1 Oe3meka, SKicTh KIiMary Ta reorpadiuyHe po3TallyBaHHs, TapaHTis
pobGotu (6e3pobiTTs), 3abe3meueHHs ctareBoi piBHOCTI [15].

Inoexc noocvrozo possumky (Human Development Index) my6mikyerscss OOH 3 1990
POKy Ta BpaxOBY€ TaKi KpUTEPii: OUiKyBaHA TPUBAIICTB )KUTTS (JOBTOMITTS), piBEHb TPaAMOTHOCTI
HaceseHHs, piBeHb xutTs (BH/ Ha nymy nacenensst) [16].

Inoexc mpoyeimannsi Ha OCHOBI JIOCHTIJKCHb, aHAJITHYHUX 3BITIB Ta COIONHUTYBaHb
CKJIAJIA€ThCS aHAITHYHUM IeHTpoM Legatum Institute Ta BKITIOYa€e MEB’ATh Kareropiil: ypsi,
OCBITa, OXOpPOHAa 3J0pOB’s, Oe3Meka, PO3BHTOK CKOHOMIKH, BEJCHHS Oi3HECY, MepCOHAJbHI
cB00OIM, ColliaIbHUI KariTai, ekooris [17].

Inoexc 3a0o6onenocmi scummsan (Satisfaction with Life Index) cormioncuxonora Anpiana
VYaiita € CBOEpITHOO KapTOIO IIacTs, 10 akTHBHO BuKopucToByeThest KOHECKO, LIPY, BOO3 [18].

Inobanvnuii indexc 6esnexu 30opos’s (Global Health Security Index) pospobnenuit
Hentpom meanunmnx pociimpkensb k. Tonkinca, IHiNIaTHBOIO 31 3MEHIIEHHsI SAEPHOI 3arpo3u
ta Economist Intelligence Unit. Bin oriHroe 6e3mneky i MOKIMBOCTI OXOPOHH 3/I0POB’sI KpaiHu 3a
nrictbMa Kateropisimu [19].

Petimune nediezoamuux oepocas (Failed States Index), sxwii mpoBoauts Do MuDY,
aHaJIi3ye 30aTHICTh JIepKaB YTPUMYBATH KOHTPOJIb 32 TEPUTOPIaTBHOIO HITiCHICTIO, TOJITHYHOIO,
€KOHOMIYHOIO Ta COIIaJbHOI0 CTa0IbHICTIO B Kpaini [20].

Buxonsuu 3 KpuTepiiB BUIIEO3HAYCHUX PEHTHHIIB, MOXXHA BUOKPEMUTH TaKi eIEMEHTH,
SIK1 BBRYKAEMO HAJ[3BHYAITHO BAYKITMBUMU Y BU3HAUCHHI TiTHOTO PiBHS XKUTTA. le Taki enemMeHTH:

— TPHUBAJIICTH 3I0POBOTO KHUTTS Ta JIOBTOJITTS;

— IepCcoHaJIbHI CBOOOH;
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— OXOpOHA, 3/I0POB’SI Ta EKOJIOTis;

— Oe3reka Ta colianbHa cTa0lIbHICTh y KpaiHi;

— MaTepiajibHUM 100po0yT 3 OISy Ha MOKA3HUKH BAJIOBOTIO HAalllOHAJILHOTO NPOJYKTY Ha
nyiny HaceneHHst (BHIT) ta BanoBoro HamnionansHoro noxoay (BHJI) va mymny HaceneHHsI.

BucHoBku. [IpoBiBIIM JOCITIPKEHHS, MU JIHIIUTH TAKUX BUCHOBKIB.

JlexnapyBaHHS JepKaBU SIK COLIANBHOI Tependavae peasizaliio B ramxy3i BHYTPIIIHBOT
MOJIITUKY HU3KHU 3aXO0JIiB, sIKi O 3a0e3mevyBaiy BUCOKUI PiBeHb KHUTTS HACEICHHS BiAMOBIAHO 10
3arajJlbHONPUHHATUX MIXKHAPOIHUX COLAJIbHUX CTaHAApPTIB.

VY MDKHapOIHHX TPaBOBUX TOKYMEHTaX Ta Ha 3arallbHOACP)KaBHOMY piBHI MUIIXOM
KOHCTHTYLIHOTO 3aKpilUIEHHS € TPU KaTeropii piBHS KHUTTS: HEOOXiTHWH >KUTTEBUH piBEHb,
JOCTaTHIH JKUTTEBUI PIBEHb, T1IHUHN PiBEHb KHUTTSI.

BusHayaroun 3MicT HEOOXIZHOTO JKUTTEBOTO pIiBHS, IOCTAaTHHOTO JKUTTEBOTO PIBHSA
1 TITHOTO pIBHS JKUTTSA SIK TPABOBUX KATETropiil, BBaXKAEMO BAXIUBUM iX PO3MEKyBaHHS,
YHUKHEHHS TiIMIHU TIOHATb, aJDKE Il KaTeropii, 0e3yMOBHO, HE € TOTOXXHHMH Ta Nepen0adaoTh
MIEBHY MPOTPECiI0 SKOCTI JIFOICHKOTO KUTTS B HAMPSIMKY Bij MEPIIO] 10 OCTaHHBOI.

JUst 3’iCyBaHHsI IOHATTS «T1AHUHN piBEHb )KUTTS» 0COOIMBE 3HAUECHHS Ma€ iHTeprpeTais
2i0HOCmi, KOJIN BOHA PO3YMIEThCA SIK OJHE 3 HEMaTepiaJbHUX OJlar Ta OCHOBOIOJIOKHHUX IIPaB.

lipgHui piBeHH MM BBa)Ka€EMO CYKYITHICTIO CIIEMEHTIB, SIKi MOXXHA IOJUIMTH Ha JBI
CKJIAZIOBUX YAaCTHHU JKUTTA — (Di310JI0TiUHy, 110 BiANOBia€ 3a MaTepiadbHy 3a0e3NeueHicTh, Ta
Ccoyianbry K KUTTETISUTBHICTD JTIOIUHHA B COIIYMi.

JUnst BU3HAYEHHS TiJHOTO pPIBHS JKUTTA SK METH JIEpXKaBHOI COLaJbHOI MOJITUKH
0co0MMBOT aKTyambHOCTI HaOyBae HANPAIIOBAaHHS YITKMX KPHUTEPIiB, a TAKOXK HE3aJe)KHA OIIHKA
3a JOTIOMOTOIO Pi3HUX MIKHAPOIHHUX 1HCTHTYIIIH.

Buxonsuu 3 kpuTepiiB peMTHHTIB MDKHAPOIHUX THCTUTYIIH, MOXHA BUOKPEMUTH TaKi
€JIEMEHTH, SKi BBAKAEMO HA/A3BUYANHO BayKIMBUMH Y BU3HAYCHHI T1JTHOTO piBHS KUTTA. Lle Taki
CIIEMEHTH:

— TPHUBAJIICTH 3JI0POBOTO KHUTTS Ta JIOBTOJITTS;

— mepcoHaNIbHI CBOOOH;

— OXOpOHa 3/10pOB’S Ta €KOJIOTis;

— Oe3reka Ta corianbHa CTabUIBHICTh Y KpaiHi;

— MaTepialbHu 100poOyT 3 OISy Ha TOKA3HUKH BAJIOBOTO HAIIOHAIFHOTO MPOAYKTY Ha
nyury HaceneHss (BHIT) Ta BanoBoro HanionansHoTO Hoxoxy (BH/I) Ha mymry nHaceneHHS.
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ABSTRACT

Oleksandr Taldykin. Decent living standards as a category of the welfare state.

The article examines a decent standard of living as a legal category of the welfare state. A comparative
analysis with the sufficient and necessary standard of living is provided. The criteria of a decent standard of
living are defined.

Articles One and Three of the Constitution of Ukraine proclaim our State to be a social State, where
“A person, his/her life and health, honor and dignity, inviolability and security are recognized in Ukraine as
the highest social value” [1]. The development of a welfare state implies its orientation in accordance with
a particular social model, as well as the consolidation of the fundamental principles on which the system of
social security and protection institutions will be based. Among the principles of ensuring social rights on
which any concept of a welfare state is based, a decent standard of living is central.

The purpose of this paper will be to reveal a decent standard of living as one of the fundamental
categories in the theory of the welfare state, and to attempt to define its criteria for a person in a country that
positions itself as a welfare state.

Declaring a state as a social state implies the implementation of a number of measures in the field of
domestic policy that would ensure a high standard of living of the population in accordance with generally
accepted international social standards.

Given the existence in international legal documents and at the national level, through constitutional
consolidation, we have at least three categories of living standards: a necessary standard of living, a sufficient
standard of living, and a decent standard of living.

When defining the content of the necessary standard of living, sufficient standard of living and decent
standard of living as legal categories, it seems important to distinguish between them, to avoid substitution of
concepts, because these categories are undoubtedly not identical, and provide for a certain progression of the
quality of human life from the first to the last.

In order to clarify the concept of “decent standard of living”, the interpretation of dignity is of
particular importance, when it is understood as one of the intangible goods and fundamental rights.

A decent level as a set of elements that can be divided into two components: physiological, responsible
for material security, and social, as human activity in society.

To define a decent standard of living as a goal of state social policy, it is particularly important to
develop clear criteria and to have it independently assessed by various international institutions.

On the basis of the criteria of international institutions’ ratings, the following elements can be
identified, which we consider extremely important in determining a decent standard of living. In our opinion,
these are:

— healthy life expectancy and longevity;

— personal freedoms;

— protection, health and environment;

— security and social stability in the country;

— material well-being based on gross national product (GNP) per capita and gross national income
(GNI) per capita.

Key words: decent standard of living, sufficient standard of living, necessary standard of living,
welfare state.
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