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THE INFLUENCE OF THE RATIFICATION OF THE ISTAMBUL
CONVENTION ON THE MECHANISM OF GENDER EQUALITY
ENSURING UNDER MARITAL LAW IN UKRAINE

The Istanbul Convention, or the Convention of the Council of Europe on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic violence, is one of the key international documents
aimed at protecting women’s rights and eliminating all forms of discrimination [2]. Ukraine’s
ratification of this document in June 2022 was an important step in strengthening legislation that
meets international standards [1]. The relevance of this topic especially increases in the conditions
of martial law, which increased the risks of gender-based violence and aggravated the social
vulnerability of women. This work examines the consequences of the ratification of the Convention
to ensure gender equality in the context of the war in Ukraine.

Ratification of the Convention required complex changes in the legislation of Ukraine, which
included the following key aspects:

1. Tightening measures against gender-based violence. Amendments were made to the
Criminal and Administrative Codes aimed at strengthening responsibility for domestic violence and
sexual crimes. The Law of Ukraine "On Prevention and Protivodeystvii Domestic Violence"
No. 2229-VIII introduced a mechanism of protective orders and supportive measures for victims;

2. Development of a support network for victims. Specialized crisis centers, shelters for
victims of violence and hotlines have been created and continue to be developed. The new norms
contribute to the integration of interdepartmental cooperation between law enforcement agencies,
medical institutions and social services;

3. Implementation of gender approach in security policy. The Convention promotes the
inclusion of gender aspects in the national security strategy. The approved the State Strategy for
Ensuring Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men until 2030 includes measures to
protect women’s rights in the context of armed conflicts [2].

The military conflict in Ukraine has significantly changed the socio-economic situation in
the country, especially for women. The main challenges include:

— an increase in the number of cases of sexual violence in combat zones;

— limited access to justice and rehabilitation for victims;

— increasing economic inequality and reducing labor opportunities.

The Istanbul Convention aims to minimize these risks through the following mechanisms:

1. Countering violence in the conditions of war. Sexual violence in conflict zones is
considered a war crime. Working groups were created to investigate such criminals, and legal
support programs for victims were introduced,

2. Expansion of social assistance. New crisis centers and mobile teams provide operational
assistance on the ground. In 2022, the National Action Plan for the Protection of Women in Conflict
was adopted;

3. Educational initiatives. Training programs for military personnel and law enforcement
agencies include training on gender-based violence prevention and human rights protection [2].

Implementation of the provisions of the Convention faces a number of difficulties,
including:

1. Limited resources. Military spending reduces opportunities for financing social
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programs, which slows down their implementation;

2. Cultural barriers. Stereotypes about the role of women in society and insufficient
information of the population require additional efforts to educate and promote gender equality;

3. Difficulties in accessing services. Logistical problems in front-line and occupied areas
limit the access of victims of violence to assistance [4].

The Istanbul Convention holds transformative potential for enhancing gender equality and
addressing gender-based violence in Ukraine, especially during challenging times such as martial
law. The main prospects for its effective implementation are:

1. Strengthening Institutional Frameworks. The convention encourages the establishment
of specialized institutions and expanding interagency collaboration. Enhanced funding and capacity-
building for crisis centers, legal aid offices, and shelters will ensure comprehensive support for
survivors of gender-based violence. Developing digital platforms for victim support and reporting
could significantly improve accessibility and efficiency;

2. Integration into National Strategies. Continued integration of the Convention’s
principles into national policies, such as the State Strategy for Ensuring Equal Rights and
Opportunities for Women and Men until 2030, can guide systemic change. Implementing
measurable objectives in national and regional development plans will ensure long-term progress in
combating violence and discrimination;

3. Enhanced Legal Reforms. Additional legislative updates are likely to arise from
monitoring the effectiveness of current reforms. Introducing stricter penalties for perpetrators and
creating a streamlined, victim-centered legal process could improve access to justice. Incorporating
international best practices into Ukraine’s legal framework will further align the country with global
standards;

4. Promoting Gender Awareness and Education. Expanding educational initiatives to
include gender sensitivity training for law enforcement, military personnel, and public servants can
help reduce biases and stereotypes. Campaigns promoting awareness among the general population
about rights and available resources will foster a supportive social environment;

5. International Collaboration and Assistance. Active cooperation with international
organizations and agencies under the framework of the Convention can bring expertise, resources,
and technical assistance to Ukraine. Partnering with the Council of Europe and UN bodies can
accelerate the development of innovative solutions to address gender-based violence;

6. Technology Implementation. Introduction of technological solutions such as mobile
apps for reporting violence, digital counseling services, and data-driven monitoring systems can
fascilitate the support for victims. Technology can also improve the collection and analysis of data
related to gender-based violence, guiding better policy decisions;

7. Empowering Grassroots and Civil Society Organizations. Empowering local NGOs and
community groups to implement ground-level programs aligned with the Convention will ensure
broader reach and impact. Supporting grassroots initiatives will enhance resilience in remote or
conflict-affected areas where state intervention is limited;

8. Economic Empowerment Initiatives. Addressing economic inequalities exacerbated by
war is crucial for empowering women. Programs promoting employment opportunities,
entrepreneurship, and financial independence for women, particularly for survivors of violence, will
reduce vulnerabilities and build sustainable gender equality [5].

To sum it up, the ratification of the Istanbul Convention confirmed Ukraine’s commitment to
the protection of human rights and gender equality. In the conditions of war, this document plays a
key role in the modernization of legislation and the adaptation of state mechanisms to new
challenges. To achieve sustainable results, active cooperation of the state with international
organizations, improvement of financing of social programs, and strengthening of information work
with the population is necessary. The implementation of the principles of the Convention should
continue, despite all the difficulties, to ensure protection and equal opportunities for all citizens.
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I'EHAEPHA CKIAJOBA COHIAJIBHOTI'O 3ABE3IIEYEHHS
BATBKA-BINCbKOBOCJIYKBOBISI/IIPABOOXOPOHIIA SIK 3AXUCHUKA
BATBKIBIIIMHU B YMOBAX BOEHHOI'O CTAHY:
IMPOBJIEMU TA NEPCIIEKTUBH

V 3akoni Ykpaiau «IIpo 3a0e3nedeHHs piBHAX MpaB Ta MOYKIMBOCTEH JKIHOK 1 YOJIOBIKiB»
BU3HAYCHO OCHOBHOIO HOTO METOK «IOCSATTH MAPUTETy MiX JKIHKAMHU Ta YOJIOBIKAMH Y BCiX cepax
CYCILUIBHOIO XHTTSI IUIIXOM ITPABOBOT'O 3a0€3IICUCHHS PIBHUX MPaB 1 MOXKIIMBOCTEH I 000X CTaTeH,
YCYHEHHS TUCKPUMIHAIII{ 32 03HAKOIO CTaTi Ta BIIPOBA/KEHHS THMYACOBUX CIICI[IAIbHIX 3aXO0IiB IS
MOJIOJIaHHsI JUCOANaHCy Y MOMKIIMBOCTSX peatizallii piBHUX MpaB, TapaHTOBaHMX KoHCTUTYIiEO Ta
3akoHamu Ykpainuy [1]. TTicis mpuifHATTS BHIIIEBKA3aHOTO 3aKOHY Hallla JiepKaBa rmodaja CHCTEMHO
OyayBaTH HaIllOHAJILHUIA MeXaHi3M 3a0e3neueHHsI TeHIepHOT piBHOCTI [2].

ITouaTok MOBHOMACIITAOHOTO BifICEKOBOTO BTOPTHEHHS 03HAYAJNIO HE JIMIIEC HEOOXiMHICTh
3axucTy BaThKiBIIMHU Bij] 3arapOHHMIBKHX Ml KpaiHU-OKYyIaHTa, ajie i MPOBEICHHS BUMYIICHOT
eBaKyallii CBOiX HaIaJKiB pa3oM i3 ApyXWHaMH Ta OaTbkaMH. B Takiii BUMYyIIeHiH cHTyari
OIMHMJIACh 3HAYHA YACTKA YKPATHCHKUX YO0JIOBIKIB (0aTbKiB). OKpecieHa cuTyallisi CTBopHiIa 6arato
TIpETeICHTIB, Yepe3 sAKi CiMeiHe mIacTs Ta 3aTHUIIOK JOMAaNTHHOT'O BOTHHUIIA OYyJI0 3pYHHOBAHO.

OCHOBHOIO METOIO0 KOXHOT'O 3aXHUCHHKA CBO€T baThKIBITUHU B TAKOMY aCIIEKTi € HE TiTBKH
3aXHCT CBOET JIepKaBH, aje it 60poThOa 32 MOXKIIMBICTH B MOAANBIIOMY JKUTH 31 CBOEIO CIM €10 Ha
CBOIH pilHIH 3eMJIi, CTBOPIOBATH YMOBH JJIs1 HOPMAJIGHOTO Ta TiTHOTO YKHTTSL.

Koncruryuis Ykpainu B cT. cT. 51 Ta 52 BcTaHOBIIIOE PIBHICTH IIpaB 1 000B’sI3KiB y HUTI001
Ta ciM’i, a TakoX piBHICTH mpaB giteit [3]. 3rigHo 3 monoxeHHsMu cT. 141 CiMeiiHOTO KOJEKCY
VYxpainu (nani — Kogekcy) [4] MaTu Ta 6aThKO MAIOTh OJTHAKOBI MpaBa i 000B’SI3KM CTOCOBHO CBOET
JIUTUHH, HABITH y pa3i po3ipBaHHs ILTIO0Y Ta MPOKUBaHHS OKpeMo Bif Hel. I{e He BrutrBae Ha o0csT
iXHIX TpaB Ta He 3BIJBHIE Bil BIAMOBIAAIBHOCTI Tiepel AUTHHOIO. 3rimHo 3i cT. 157 Kogekcy
MMUTAHHS BUXOBAHHS JUTHHU BUPINIYETHCS OaThbKamu pa3oM. SIKIIO OAWH i3 OaThKIiB MPOXKUBAE
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