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PROBLEMS OF IDENTIFICATION OF UNKNOWN CORPSES OF
MILITARY SERVANTS

The statistics of missing Ukrainian service members is increasing every
year. During the Joint Forces Operation, many unidentified corpses were
registered. The identification of the victims of the anti-terrorist operation in
eastern Ukraine has been relevant for more than a year. There is a difficult
question of application of means intended for establishment of the person of the
deceased, research at least on any signs of these persons and their direction to
native homes.
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In each such case, criminal proceedings have been registered and, of
course, the main issue for law enforcement agencies is to find differences
between one corpse and another, i.e. to identify the dead. To do this, use all
possible legal methods, tools, investigative (search) actions: appoint forensic
examinations, including forensic medical examination, exhumation or use more
superficial methods of identification, such as identification marks. Although
genotypic examination provides a categorical conclusion, it has certain features
and requires a lot of time.

Identification marks have been introduced into the uniform of servicemen
since ancient times. For example, badges, stripes, "our tokens". The introduction
of individual tokens dates back to the Austro-Prussian War. And this sign is
relevant to this day. First, making a metal token allows it to survive high
temperatures from fire or grenade rupture, unlike a fighter who wears it.
Secondly, it indicates an individual number, and on "our badge" engraving: last
name, first name, name or number of the team, nickname - all this is at least
some clue to the identification of the corpse. The stripes also indicate
information about the person: surname, name of the battalion, place of service,
and in some cases, for example, blood type helps to save the person in time.
More often than not, it is possible to immediately identify whether a Ukrainian
serviceman or an aggressor can look at the letters of one or another alphabet.

The spread of tattoos is observed not only among criminal authorities, but
also among ordinary citizens and servicemen. Law enforcement officers, in
particular criminal investigators, use such images for comparison and
identification.

The armament of armies plays an important role. With the help of forensic
ballistic examination, identification, diagnostic and classification issues are
resolved. Therefore, it is possible to establish the type, type of weapons and
ammunition, the direction and distance from which the target was hit, from
which weapons the ammunition was fired, and so on. But for the identification
of persons, dactyloscopic examination of traces of papillary patterns, which
remains on weapons and ammunition, is important.

It 1s effective to identify unrecognized corpses by papillary patterns, but
without prior fingerprinting of fighters, this method will not work. After all, first
it is necessary that the fingerprint cards were registered in the automated
fingerprint database Dakto-200, which operates throughout the country.

As the Internet has flooded all spaces today, social networks have
attracted a large part of the population. The military is no exception, as they
often cover a lot of information about themselves. Therefore, another way to
identify the corpse is to conduct portrait and computer examinations to examine
photos of people, videos, recordings online. There are many cases when, using
this information, experts established the fact of a person's involvement in
hostilities in the East, his membership in a particular battalion or identified the
corpse.
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Thus, in any case, the question of identifying unidentified corpses has
arisen since ancient times. In today's conditions it is necessary to use all existing
methods of identification both on external signs, and by appointment and
carrying out of forensic researches.
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Jsiuenko Banepiss PomaniBHa,
CTYJEHTKA IOPUIUYHOTO PaKyJIbTETy
JIHIIPONETPOBCHKOTO EP>KaBHOTO
YHIBEPCUTETY BHYTPIILIHIX CIPAB
HaykoBuii kepiBHUK:

KoBasenko Lnas OuaexkcanapoBuy,
aJlBOKaT, BUKJIana4 Kadenpu
KPUMIHAJIBHO-TIPABOBHUX JUCITUTLIIH
JIHIIPONETPOBCHKOTO IEP>KaBHOTO
YHIBEPCUTETY BHYTPIILLIHIX CIPAB

AEAKI ACIHHEKTH JOIUTY NOTEPIIIJIOTO LT YAC
PO3CIIAYBAHHA 3JIOYUHIB ITPOTU MOPAJIBHOCTI

ITin ywac po3schigyBaHHS OyJIb-IKOTO KPHUMIHAIBHOTO IPABOIOPYIICHHS
3aBXIU TPOBOJUTHCS P Ciguux Mid. OJHUM 13 OCHOBHHMX € JIOMHUT OCI0, SIKi
MalOTh 3HAYCHHS JIJII BCTAHOBJICHHS ICTUHU SIK came OyJ10 BUMHEHO 370uunH. [1ix
yac 11 TmpoBeneHHs OakaHO BCTAHOBUTH IICUXOJOTIYHHMH KOHTakKT 3 1i
y4acHUKAMH, 1€ HAIJACTh 3MOTY CIIUJIKYBaTHUCS 3 HUMHU 1 B mofaibimoMy. Lls
3a3HauCHa TIpoIecyalibHa i Ha TI0YaTKy pO3CHiayBaHHA HaJa€ TEBHY
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